Intro: 1 Min
Each year as we watch the Christmas lights and decorations appear in the shops and on the streets we can sense the excitement of the upcoming celebration.  The trees, the lights, the gifts and the stars are symbols that surround our holiday festivities. Mothers and fathers hope and pray their children will recognize the significance of these objects and remember why Christmas is a story of salvation and eternal life. 
(John 3: 16-17) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
We begin today with a story told by our children. We know this story well but we would be wise to take a moment and look deeper to understand the purpose of this miraculous chain of events. 
Primary (Oh Hush Thee, My Baby) 3 min
2 Min - Oh Hush Thee, my baby; a story to tell, How Little Lord Jesus on earth came to dwell; 
The story originates, not with a baby in a manger but with a young virgin woman named Mary and the faithful obedient man, Joseph.  
(Luke 1)
26 - And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, 
27- To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 
28- And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 
31- And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. 
32- He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:
37- For with God nothing shall be impossible
Congregation (Away in a manger) 2 min 30 sec
1 Min 20 Sec -  How in a far country, way over the sea, was born a wee baby, my dear one like thee 
It was prophesied that the Messiah would be born in Nazareth and be called a Nazarene. Jesus was conceived and raised in Nazareth in fulfillment of prophecy.
Yet another prophecy must be fulfilled. It was well known that the promised Messiah would be born in Bethlehem of Judaea. Since Mary was about to have her first child and would be particularly anxious to be at home near her own mother and family, how could the prophecy of the birth be fulfilled in Bethlehem—nearly one hundred miles away from Nazareth? It was not by chance that Roman administrators decided to conduct an enrollment for the purpose of taxation, which sent thousands throughout the country back to their ancestral hometowns.
Joseph and Mary set out on a long and difficult journey south to Bethlehem. 
Luke 2
4- And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David)
 5- To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
 6- And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
 7- And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Choir (Oh Little Town of Bethlehem) 4 min
1 min 20 sec- The story was told by the angels so bright, As round them was shining a heavenly light. 
When the time for this Savior’s advent was at hand, an angel was sent to announce to Mary that she was to be the mother of the Son of God. Then a host of angels was commissioned to sing on the night the baby Jesus was born.  Shortly thereafter an angel would announce to Joseph that the newborn baby was in danger and that this little family must flee to Egypt for safety.  When it was safe to return, an angel conveyed that information to the family and the three returned to the land of their heritage. 
From the beginning down through the dispensations, God has used angels as His messengers in conveying love and concern for His children.
Usually such beings are not seen. Sometimes they are. But seen or unseen they are always near. Sometimes their assignments are very grand and have significance for the whole world. Sometimes the messages are more private. Occasionally the angelic purpose is to warn. But most often it is to comfort, to provide some form of merciful attention, guidance in difficult times. (Ministry of Angles, Jeffery R. Holland)
Congregation (Angels we have heard on High) 3min
1 min- The stars shone out brightly, but one led the way and stood over the place where the dear baby lay. 
(Matthew 2)
9- And, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
10- When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11- And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh
The star that led the Wise Men to the Savior was real. But it was also symbolic of the light that came into the world with the Savior’s birth. 
The Savior is the Light of the World. He is the sure guide for each of us. His light persuades us to do good; it leads us to Him. The path of life leading to eternity is illuminated by this light. 
“Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12)
Choir or solo (O Holy Night) 6 min
2 min 30 sec The shepherds here found him, as angels had said, The poor little stranger, no crib for a bed 
It could have been a lonely time for Mary, Joseph, and the Child, away from home and family. Although they had each other, it wasn’t a particularly favorable place to bringing forth a newborn son—off in Bethlehem, paying taxes, and with “no room at the inn.”
And so the Father sent shepherds—he called on humble, earthbound workers to add celebration to the birth of the savior. They were the ones who heard “good tidings of great joy,” that saw this thing which is come to pass,” [Luke 2]
10- “But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep.
15- “To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.
17- “And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.
(John 10:2–5).
“And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers” 
Symbolically, a shepherd is a person who cares for the Lord’s children. Christmas still needs shepherds. Some people need to have shepherds; all of us need to be shepherds. Let us be, together, people sharing the joy of our Savior’s birth with one another.
Congregation (While Shepherds Watched their Flocks) 2 min 20 sec
1 min 30 sec Down low in a manger so quiet he lay. This little child Jesus, asleep on the hay 
Who is this child, born in a manger, wrapped in swaddling clothes, what was his purpose and why did he come? Elder Russel M. Nelson teaches us that indeed, all of our many blessings—stem from our knowledge of, obedience to, and gratitude and love for the Lord Jesus Christ.
During His relatively brief sojourn in mortality, the Savior was sent to accomplish two overarching objectives. One was His “work and [His] glory—to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39). The other He stated simply: “I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done” (John 13:15).
His first objective we know as the Atonement. This was His magnificent mission in mortality. To the people of ancient America, the resurrected Lord gave His mission statement:
“I came into the world to do the will of my Father, because my Father sent me.
“And my Father sent me that I might be lifted up upon the cross; and after that I had been lifted up upon the cross, that I might draw all men unto me” (3 Nephi 27:13–14).
In continuing His sermon, He revealed His second objective—to be our exemplar: “Ye know the things that ye must do … ; for the works which ye have seen me do that shall ye also do” (3 Nephi 27:21).
Choir (What Child is This?) 4:30
45 sec
[bookmark: _GoBack]This baby, born in Bethlehem, is indeed the only begotten Son of God, and through His grace, and the grace of His Father, hath redeemed us from sin on condition of our repentance. We know that He has risen from the dead, that He has ascended on high, taking captivity captive [see Psalm 68:18], and has become the author of salvation unto all who will believe, who will repent of their sins and accept Him as the Redeemer of the world [see Hebrews 5:9]. (Joseph Fielding Smith)
“Let it be uppermost in your minds, now and at all times, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God who came into the world to lay down his life that we might live. That is the truth, and is fundamental. Upon that our faith is built.”
Congregation Joy to the World 2:30


